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ARTICLES  OF  ASSOCIATION, 


WE,  WHOSE  NAMES  are  hereunto  subscribed,  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  having  associated  for  religious  pur¬ 
poses,  and  having  with  that  view  contributed  means  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  purchasing  a  site,  and  erecting  thereon  a  Church  for 
the  maintenance  of  public  worship ;  and,  believing  that  it  is 
essential  to  the  permanent  organization  of  such  an  association, 
that  it  should  enjoy  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
corporation  or  body  politic  in  law.  WE  DO,  THEREFORE, 
declare  that  the  following  shall  he  the  terms,  articles  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  said  Incorporation. 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  name,  style  and  title  of  the  said  Corporation,  shall  be 
“  THE  CALVARY  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  IN  THE 
CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA.” 
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ARTICLE  II. 

The  faith  and  government  of  the  said  Church  shall  conform 
to  the  faith  and  government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  said  Church  shall  be  con¬ 
nected  with  and  deemed  to  be  under  the  care  of  that  General 
Assembly  which  assembled  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  Anno 
Domini  1838. 


ARTICLE  III. 

The  said  Corporation  shall  be  managed  by  a  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees,  consisting  of  fifteen  persons,  of  whom  seven  shall  consti¬ 
tute  a  quorum.  Out  of  their  own  number  they  shall  elect  a 
President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  following  named  persons  shall  constitute  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  first  Monday  of 
May,  1852,  and  until  other  Trustees  arc  duly  elected,  viz. : — 
Matthias  W.  Baldwin,  Thomas  Fleming,  John  A.  Brown, 
Charles  S.  Wurts,  Henry  White,  Oren  Colton,  James 
Fassitt,  David  Lapsley,  Edward  S.  Whelen,  John  Richard¬ 
son,  E.  S.  Sanford,  Henry  J.  Williams,  Joseph  H.  Dulles, 
Ferdinand  J.  Dreer,  James  C.  Donnell. 


ARTICLE  V. 


On  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1852,  and  in  every 
year  thereafter,  a  meeting  of  the  Pew  Owners  shall  be  held  in 


said  Church  at  three  o’clock  P.  M.,  notice  of  which  meeting 
shall  be  given  and  published  from  the  pulpit  of  the  Church,  on 
the  two  Sundays  immediately  preceding  the  day  fixed  therefor ; 
when  an  election  shall  be  held  for  fifteen  Pew  Owners,  who  shall 
constitute  for  one  year,  or  until  their  successors  shall  have  been 
regularly  chosen,  the  Board  of  Trustees  provided  for  by  Article 
Third  of  this  Charter.  The  said  election  shall  be  opened  at 
three  o’clock,  P.  M.  and  closed  at  six  o’clock,  P.  M.  And  the 
said  Board  shall  have  power  to  fill,  until  the  next  election,  any 
vacancy  which  may  occur  in  their  body  by  death,  resignation  or 
otherwise. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

The  Pew  Owners  shall  choose  the  Pastor,  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  Church  except  the  Elders,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for 
that  purpose  by  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  such  election,  shall  be  given  in  the  same  manner 
and  for  the  same  length  of  time  as  is  now  provided  by  the  Fifth 
Article  hereof,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Trustees.  In  the 
choice  of  Elders  the  communicants  shall  have  the  right  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  voting  with  the  Pew  Owners,  and  the  only  evidence 
of  a  person  being  a  communicant,  shall  be  the  books  of  the  said 
Church,  kept  by  the  Pastor ;  or,  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence 
of  any  such  Pastor,  by  the  Elders  thereof,  and  certified  by  the 
said  Pastor ;  or,  in  case  of  his  absence  or  death,  by  the  said 
Elders  or  any  two  of  them,  PROAADED,  ALWAYS,  that  the 
first  Pastor  shall  be  elected  by  the  persons  who  shall  subscribe 
their  names  to  this  Charter,  as  applicants  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  said  Church ;  and  in  all  elections  in  which  Pew  Owners 
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have  the  right  to  vote,  the  said  subscribers  shall  have  the  right 
to  vote  in  person  or  by  proxy  as  Pew  Owners,  until  one  hundred 
of  the  pews,  contained  in  the  building  intended  to  be  erected 
shall  have  been  sold,  and  from  and  after  that  period  the  right 
of  the  said  subscribers  to  vote  as  such  subscribers  shall  cease, 
and  such  elections  shall  be  held  by  actual  Pew  Owners,  as  is 
herein  provided. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Each  pew  shall  be  entitled  to  cast  but  one  vote  at  any  elec¬ 
tion  which  may  be  held  under  this  Charter,  and  whenever  a  pew 
is  owned  by  more  than  one  person,  a  majority  of  the  persons 
present  in  person  or  by  proxy,  owning  or  interested  therein, 
shall  determine  how  the  said  vote  shall  be  cast.  And  it  shall 
be  competent  for  the  said  Pew  Owners  to  vote  at  all  elections, 
either  in  person  or  by  proxy.  And  no  Pew  Owner,  whose  rent 
shall  be  in  arrear  and  unpaid  for  more  than  twelve -months  at 
the  time  of  any  election,  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  thereat,  nor 
shall  any  male  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  nor  any 
female  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  be  permitted  to  vote  at 
any  election  provided  for  by  this  Charter ;  nor  if  interested  in 
the  ownership  of  a  pew  jointly  with  others,  to  unite  in  deter¬ 
mining  how  the  vote  of  the  said  pew  shall  be  given. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which  shall  be 
registered  the  name  of  every  holder  of  a  pew,  or  pews,  or  por¬ 
tions  of  a  pew ;  which  book,  certified  by  the  President,  Secre¬ 
tary  or  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  shall  be  the  only  evidence  of 
the  right  of  any  person  to  vote  at  any  election  held  under  the 
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provisions  of  this  Charter,  or  at  any  meeting  of  the  pew 
holders,  convened  upon  public  notice.  And  no  person  what¬ 
soever,  whose  name  does  not  appear  upon  the  said  hooks  as  the 
holder  of  one  or  more  pews,  or  portion  of  a  pew,  not  less  than 
one-third,  shall  in  any  case  be  entitled  to  vote,  or  to  determine 
how  the  vote  of  said  pew  shall  be  cast. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Trustees,  named  in  the 
Fourth  Article  hereof,  to  purchase  a  lot  or  piece  of  ground  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  proceed  to  erect  and  build  thereon 
a  house  or  edifice  in  which  to  maintain  public  worship  ;  and  on 
the  completion  of  the  said  building,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Trustees  to  cause  the  pews  therein  to  be  sold,  either  at 
public  or  private  sale,  at  such  time  as  they,  in  their  discretion, 
may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  Church,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  arising  therefrom  to  distribute  pro  rata  among  all  the 
parties  who  may  have  contributed,  or  who  may  hereafter  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  lot  and  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  said  Church. 


ARTICLE  X. 

When  the  said  pews  shall  have  been  sold  in  the  manner  herein 
provided  for,  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  under 
the  corporate  seal  of  this  Corporation,  shall  be  executed  by  the 
President  and  attested  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees.  And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  purchaser  or 
purchasers  to  devise,  by  last  will  and  testament,  their  right  and 
title  to  the  said  pews,  or  to  assign  and  transfer  the  same  by 
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deed,  executed  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  and  recorded 
within  thirty  days  after  such  execution,  on  the  hooks  of  the  said 
Corporation,  PROVIDED,  that  no  such  assignment  or  transfer 
shall  be  valid,  unless  the  Board  of  Trustees  approve  of  the  same. 
AND,  PROVIDED  FURTHER,  that  no  portion  of  a  pew  less 
than  one-third  shall  at  any  time  be  either  so  devised  or  con¬ 
veyed. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

In  case  any  person  being  the  owner  of  a  pew  in  said  Church 
shall  die  intestate,  then  the  title  to  his  or  her  pew  shall  descend 
to  and  be  vested  in  the  person  or  persons  who,  under  the  intes¬ 
tate  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  would  take  and 
be  entitled  to  the  real  estate  of  the  said  intestate  at  the  time  of 
his  or  her  decease.  PROVIDED,  that  no  person  entitled  to  a 
pew  or  pews,  or  any  portion  of  a  pew  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Article,  or  by  last  will  and  testament,  shall  be  permitted  to 
vote  at  any  election,  or  to  determine  how  the  vote  of  a  pew  shall 
be  cast,  unless  his  or  her  name  shall  have  first  been  registered 
in  the  book  required  to  be  kept,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Eighth  Article  of  this  Charter. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Should  the  rent  of  any  pew  or  any  part  thereof,  be  in  arrear 
and  unpaid  for  a  period  of  three  years,  it  shall  and  may  be  law¬ 
ful  for  the  Board  of  Trustees,  by  resolution,  to  declare  the  said 
pew  to  be  forfeited  to  the  said  Church,  and  from  thenceforth 
the  title  to  the  said  pew  shall  be  vested  in  and  belong  to  this 
Corporation,  to  be  held  or  sold  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the 
benefit  of  the  same. 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  not  dispose  of,  alien,  sell  or  in 
anywise  incumber  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  said  Corpora¬ 
tion,  unless  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  Pew  Owners 
in  said  Church,  such  consent  to  be  expressed  at  a  meeting 
specially  called  for  that  purpose  by  the  Trustees,  of  which 
meeting  notice  shall  be  given  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the 
same  length  of  time  as  is  provided  for  in  the  case  of  the  election 
of  Trustees.  PROAMDED,  that  the  Church  edifice  and  the 
lot  upon  which  the  same  is  erected,  shall  not  be  aliened, 
mortgaged  or  in  anywise  incumbered,  except  for  the  purposes  of 
paying  debts,  incurred  in  the  erection  or  construction  thereof, 
or  for  purchasing  another  lot  and  erecting  thereon  another 
church  edifice,  in  the  place  of  the  one  now  about  to  be  con¬ 
structed. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Meetings  of  the  Pew  Owners  shall  be  called  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  for  the  consideration  of  any  matters  connected  with 
the  interests  of  said  Corporation,  whenever  requested  in  writing, 
by  twenty  or  more  of  the  said  Pew  Owners,  and  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  meetings  shall  be  given  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  and  for  the  same  length  of  time,  as  is  provided  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  Trustees,  by  the  Fifth  Article  of  this  instru¬ 
ment. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  to 
agree  upon  a  seal  with  a  suitable  device  for  the  said  Corpora¬ 
tion,  which  said  seal  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  have 
power  to  alter,  break  and  renew,  at  pleasure. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 

The  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which  shall 
be  entered  minutes  of  all  their  proceedings ;  and  they  shall  also 
keep  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  all  their  receipts  and 
expenditures,  which  minutes  and  accounts  shall  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  any  twelve  or  more  of  the  Pew  Owners  in  the  said 
Church. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  have  power  and  authority  to 
make  all  such  By-Laws,  Rules  and  Regulations,  as  may  be  found 
necessary  for  the  government  and  support  of  the  secular  con¬ 
cerns  and  affairs  of  the  said  Church.  PROVIDED,  that  the 
said  By-Laws,  Rules  and  Regulations,  be  not  inconsistent  with 
the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  or  to  this  Charter. 
AND,  PROVIDED,  that  the  clear  yearly  value  or  income  of 
the  real  and  personal  estate,  held  by  the  said  Corporation,  shall 
not  at  any  time  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  Charter  shall  be  pro¬ 
posed  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  congregation,  and  if  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  then  present  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  shall  be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the  said  meeting, 
with  the  number  of  votes  given  in  favor  of  and  against  the  same ; 
and  the  said  amendment  or  amendments  shall  again  be  laid 
before  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  said  congregation,  and 
if  the  same  shall  then  be  adopted  by  three-fourths  of  the  voters 
then  present  in  person  or  by  proxy,  such  amendment  or  amend¬ 
ments  shall  be  considered  as  finally  agreed  to  ;  and  it  shall  be 
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the  duty  of  the  Trustees,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  procure  the 
ratification  and  sanction  thereof  by  the  proper  authority. 
PROVIDED  ALWAYS,  NEVERTHELESS,  that  the  fore¬ 
going  provision  is  not  to  be  construed  as  authorizing  any 
amendment  or  change  in  the  Second  Article  of  this  Charter. 
AND  it  is  hereby  expressly  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  said 
Second  Article,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  subject  to  any 
alteration,  chancre  or  amendment  whatsoever. 


John  A.  Brown, 
William  McKee, 
Joseph  H.  Dulles, 
James  R.  Gemmill, 
John  Richardson, 
Ferdinand  J.  Dreer, 
C.  S.  Boker, 

Edward  S.  Whelen, 
Albert  Barnes, 

John  R.  Neff, 

David  II.  White, 
Henry  White, 

Geo.  M.  Fleming, 

J.  S.  Kneedler, 
William  Raiguel, 

E.  S.  Sanford, 

Geo.  Hayes, 

Charles  S.  Wurts, 
Henry  J.  Williams, 
John  W.  Ashmead, 
Abr.  R.  Perkins, 


William  Sloanaker, 
Alexander  Towar, 
Alexander  Fullerton, 
Thomas  Brainerd, 
Robert  R.  Stewart, 
James  Tennent, 
Lilburn  Harwood, 
John  Sparhawk, 
Robert  Adair, 

M.  W.  Baldwin, 

Oren  Colton, 

Joel  Parker, 

A.  Converse, 

James  Fassitt, 

J.  0.  Ewing, 

Thomas  Fleming, 
Ambrose  White, 
David  Lapsley, 
Thomas  Biddle, 

John  McCrea, 

James  C.  Donnell. 


I  certify,  That  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of 
Assembly,  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  I  have  perused  and 
examined  the  annexed  and  foregoing  instrument  of  writing,  and 
am  of  opinion  that  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  therein 
set  forth  and  contained,  are  lawful. 


Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  twelfth  day 
March,  Anno  Domini,  1851. 


C.  DARRAGH, 

Attorney  General,  Penna. 


We,  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  do 
certify,  that  we  have  perused  and  examined  the  annexed  and 
foregoing  Instrument  of  writing,  and  concur  with  the  Attorney 
General  in  opinion,  that  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions 
therein  set  forth  and  contained,  are  lawful. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-seventh  day 
of  March,  Anno  Domini,  1851. 


JOHN  B.  GIBSON, 
MOLTON  C.  ROGERS 
II.  COULTER, 

TIIOS.  S.  BELL. 
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I,  Joseph  Simon  Cohen,  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  Eastern  District,  do  certify,  that  the 
annexed  and  foregoing  Instrument  of  writing  was  presented  to 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
duly  allowed,  as  appears  by  their  above  certificate. 


In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sub¬ 
scribed  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said 


Court,  at  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of 
March,  Anno  Domini,  1851. 

J.  SIMON  COHEN, 

Prothonotary. 


EXECUTIVE  CHAMBER, 

Harrisburg,  April  2,  1851. 
To 

ALEXANDER  L.  RUSSELL,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  : — 

Let  the  foregoing  and  annexed  Instrument  in  writing, 
be  enrolled  according  to  law. 


WILLIAM  F.  JOHNSTON. 
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SECRETARY’S  OFFICE. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 

Enrolled  in  Charter  Book,  Volume  No.  7,  pages  434,  435, 
436,  437  and  438. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mv 
hand,  and  caused  to  be  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Secre- 
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tary’s  Office,  at  Harrisburg,  this  second  day  of  April, 
A.  D.,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  L.  RUSSELL, 


Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


